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October 28 :   Gandhiji telegraphed Minister of Interior, stressing
basic issues, appealing for reconsideration of tax question
upon merits. The march from Newcastle began.
General Smuts denied at South African Party meeting, he had
promised Gokhale repeal of £3 tax.
After October 28 : NIC cabled Gokhale regarding Government's
denial of promise to repeal £3 tax; Gokhale confirmed definite
promise given.
October 29 : Gandhiji with Ballengeich Indian miners left Ingogo
in morning for Volksrust. Informed Gokhale that he was
marching with strikers to court arrest; requested assistance
to get Polak settled in London.
Indian  strikers  refused  to   accept  Government's  directive
through mine-owners to resume work. NIC charged Govern-
ment with bad faith in repudiating promise to repeal tax.
Pragji Desai sentenced to three months on charge of trespass-
ing on Newcastle mine property.
October 30 : Gandhiji reached Charlestown with 200 men; tele-
graphed Minister of Interior to enquire into forcible vacci-
nation of women prisoners; wired1 Indian Opinion that about
5,000 Indians affected in the strike area, 4,000 were being
led and supported, including 300 women and 600 children;
300 passive resisters were in gaol. 300 marchers led by Thambi
Naidoo and 200 by Albert Christopher left Newcastle;
some 150. Indians of Ballengeich Colliery arrested.
October 31 : Gandhiji informed Secretary of Justice that if
Indians, who had surrendered themselves, were not arrested,
they would march into Transvaal. About 200 men and
women led by A. D. Pillay left Newcastle on march to Volks-
rust, another 500 by train.
November 2 : Gandhiji had, under his charge, 1,500 passive resis-
ters stationed at Charlestown.
November 3 : Informed Reuter that he contemplated moving
1,500 men into Transvaal for courting arrest; if not arrested,
would proceed to Tolstoy Farm.
The Natal Advertiser reported over 2,000 Indians camping there
with 500 arrived from Ladysmith.
Before November 4 : Gandhiji cabled Gokhale reporting situation
regarding march.
1 The text of this telegram is not available.

